Astronomy Course

Herman-2013-2014
STUDENT RESEARCH REVIEWS 
These assignments will make up about 20% of your grade for the year.  They will have a common format that will be explained on this sheet.  Since these assignments will be clearly defined here for the remainder of the year, including the due dates, THEY WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED IF LATE. 
Student Research Reviews-
First Due Date:  Friday, Sept 20
Successive Due Dates:  Every 2nd Friday (or first school day after in school after a missed Friday)

This means that there will be 4 or 5 per quarter.  In either case, they will account for 20% of that quarter’s grade. (more page 3)
Purpose-This course is meant to have, in part, the direction of the topics chosen by you.  If there is are particular topics that you are interested in learning more about in astronomy, this is your chance to explore them. You will find some new information within the field of astronomy (through the internet, newspaper or magazine article, TV documentary, textbook…), read or view it, document it and write a review of it.

Procedure-

· Find some article and read/watch it. (“article” will be used to mean any single source of information, even if it is from the book, a video show you watched on TV, or even an event like going to the planetarium) 

· Document the article using the template sheet provided (also available on my webpage)

· If your article is readable from the internet (as opposed to animated or interactive), newspaper, or magazine, you are expected to copy the article.
· Write a review/research of the article.  1) WHAT WAS THE ARTICLE ABOUT?  2) HOW DID YOU REACT TO THE INFORMATION.   It should be at least 100 words, but if I find myself paying more attention to your word count and not your substance, it is probably not a good thing.  Also, if the article is shorter than your review, that is not a good thing either.  
What Topics to Choose?...
…(most) ANYTHING!...
My first reaction is to say anything that can be directly tied back to a topic on the full list of topics covered in this course.  EACH ARTICLE YOU CHOOSE DOES NOT HAVE TO MATCH UP WITH WHAT THE TEACHER IS TALKING ABOUT IN LECTURE AT THAT PARTICULAR TIME.
Examples:

· You saw that the Discovery Channel has a show on the extinction of the dinosaurs due to a giant asteroid hitting the Earth.  Sit down with a note pad, jot down some highlights, fill in the template and write your reaction to the show.

· Time magazine has a big article on Dark Matter.  Read it and write down what you got out of it.
· You happen to go out every evening at 8:00 for 3 nights in a row and took digital pictures of the position of the Moon.  Submit the pictures and write you observations.

· You found a goofy interactive astronomy lesson/game on line designed for 2nd graders and you played it anyway.  Document it, and write your reaction.

· Your dad was listening to National Public Radio and they had a 5 minute item on the future of the U.S. Space program.  You go to the NPR website and re-listen to the podcast. 

· You were flipping through the textbook and found something very interesting that was 15 chapters ahead.  Read it, document it, write your reaction.

· You saw a fascinating picture of a nebula on the internet and wanted to find out more about it.

Basically, I want to get a sense that you are spending some time thinking about things here in the universe outside your cell phone range, looking into it, and learning from it.
Restricted Topics or sites- (This list may grow over time)

· An article from any chapter that I am covering in the book at that time.

· Constellations (This will be covered in a separate activity)

· My lectures, or any material I present in class

· Over-used sources (There are easily millions of sites, books, shows, etc, so repeating becomes suspect.)

· 12/21/12, horoscopes, anything astroLOGical

Astronomy Research Review  2013-2014
Name__________________________________________    Date ___________ Assignment#_____
___________________________________________________________________________________
CITATIONS:   (if not an internet article, use the lines below to give the necessary info) 
TITLE of ARTICLE__________________________________________________________________

Name of Home Website________________________________________________________________

FULL Web Address________________________________________________________________

_(if article is not printed and attached, then why)___________________________________________

Review
Reaction
Scoring-

Citation
0       ½       1

Topic

0       ½       1

100 words  
-1      0        1

Review
0       ½       1

Reaction
0       ½       1

Collecting Reviews-  If you are done early, you may turn them in, but only if you place them in the BLUE CLASS folder.  Otherwise, I will collect them on the due date
· Student Research Reviews-  
Grading Rubric

	0 points
	½ points
	1 point

	Citation section blank, or mostly empty.  No web address
	Citation section of sheet only partially completed 
	All three lines of citation section complete and web address for the article is copied completely.

	-Most Topics from textbook.

-Very general, “old” knowledge   -Non Science, unless permission given by teacher.

-12/21/2012 
	-Topic done by too many students.
-“Stale” topics (over 5 years old)

-APOD-just pictures

-Article too short (~200 words)

      or 

-Article not copied and handed in
	-New, interesting topics, or
-Discovery of fun, interactive, education oriented websites

             and

-Article copied and handed in

	Less than 50 words = -1 pts
(0 words would be no score for whole assignment)
	50-99 words = 0 pts
	100 words = 1 pt

	-No review of article
(Word for word copying could result in zero for whole asgmt) 
	-Review only covering small part of whole assignment.
-Review missing major points of the article.

-No underling of points used in article 
	-Clear, thorough review of article 
(Underlined or highlighted passages in article proved to be very helpful to convince teacher that above point was achieved) 

	-No reaction
Reaction generic like “I found the article interesting. I learned a lot”
	-Reaction reflects article but doesn’t show thought beyond the basics.
-No question invoked by article.
	-Reaction convinces teacher that you thought about article 
-Include a question invoked by article.








