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Mrs. Phelan

Social Studies- Roy C. Ketcham High School
tina.phelan@wcsdny.org
298-5100x148

Course Overview:  

This is a half year course designed to inform and prepare students for their future role as eligible voters in our American society.  We will analyze the different functions, roles, and responsibilities of both The U.S. Government and ourselves as American citizens.  The goal of this course is to urge the students to begin to formulate their own unique opinions on the nature of our democratically elected government and the decisions it must make on a variety of issues that are present in today’s society.  We will do this by looking at and discussing several social, political, and economic issues that our nation is currently dealing with through the use of news articles, discussions, presentations, and related films.    

YOU MUST PASS THIS COURSE IN ORDER TO GRADUATE!!!

Grading Policy, Activities/Projects:  

The grade for this course is calculated on a Total Points scale.  This means that all assignments are graded on a scale of 100, and at the end of the marking period all grades will be divided by the total number of possible points earned.    

Community Service Project:  This must be completed in order to Pass the course

Every student MUST complete their required 10 hours of community service and turn in their minimum 2 page report over the course of the semester.  Information for the assignment can be found on my website.  

Public Meeting Report:  This must be completed in order to Pass the course

Every student MUST attend at least ONE public meeting (Board of Education, Town Planning, Public    Trial, Traffic Court, etc), and complete the minimum 2 page report over the course of the semester.  Information for the assignment can be found on my website.  

Materials:

Please bring a pen/pencil to class everyday.  A three-ring binder with loose leaf paper and a folder for handouts is also recommended.  

Class Expectations:  

~  Be on Time EVERYDAY!
~  If absent, please provide a Legal Blue pass the following day

~  DO NOT SKIP MY CLASS!!!  If you are not present on a daily basis you will struggle to pass

~  Be respectful of the classroom, your peers, and the teacher 

~  Homework is due on the assigned due date.  I will NOT accept late work unless you were legally absent

Please fill out the appropriate information below, and return a copy to me for the first grade of the marking period.  

Student Name (print) _______________________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Name _____________________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Phone Number _____________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Email Address _____________________________________________________________

Student Signature _________________________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature _________________________________________________________________
