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Social Studies 8 – American History, 1865-Present Day 
September 2017 – June 2018





Mr. May

WHAT WILL WE LEARN? Social Studies in 8th Grade will focus on a chronological study of United States History. The course will cover the following topics:  Reconstruction, Industrialization, Progressive Era, Imperialism, World War I, Roaring Twenties, The Great Depression, World War II, The Cold War, Civil Rights Movement, and Modern Issues in American Society. We will also discuss the History of New York State in conjunction with these topics in US History. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
Text Book: Davidson, James W., America: A History of Our Nation. New Jersey: Prentice Hall and Pearson Education, 2009. (Please leave it at home!)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Attendance Policy:

Absences:
You are responsible for the work we talked about while you were gone. Please be sure to get your missing work at the absent desk located in the front of the class room. Homework and projects that are not turned in will receive a grade of 0. 

Late:
Lateness will not be tolerated. You are expected to show up to class before the bell.  Three (3) “lates” will result in disciplinary action.
Passes:
Passes are a privilege and not a right! Abuse of the pass system will result in parental contact and revocation of passes. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
Grading Policy:
Your grade will be calculated as follows:
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                                       Assessments (Quizzes) = 

50%



Projects/Essays =  


40%




Homework and Classwork =

10%



Total Grade



100%

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
KEY BENCHMARKS

Research Project: 
You will complete a research project on a social studies topic of your choice in the second semester. You will develop a thesis question, research the topic, write an argument piece on your topic and then present your findings to your classmates in a multimedia presentation. 

Final Exam: 
In June, you will take a final exam that is worth 20% of your final grade. It will consist of a written portion worth 40% and a multiple choice portion worth 60%. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
HOW DO I STAY CONNECTED? 
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Teachers Website: Homework will be written weekly on the sideboard and can found on the following website: http://www.wappingersschools.org/vanwyck/site/default.asp 

Next, click on “Teachers” and then click on “May, Keith”.   
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REMIND 101: Down load Remind 101 app on any smart phone or tablet. Join my class by entering this number: 81010 and text this message @7bka7. Or enter this link into your  browser: https://www.remind.com/join/7bka7. Homework, quiz, test and project reminders will be given using the app as well as some class announcements. 

oa
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
REQUIRED MATERIALS:
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Binders:
Your binder may be shared with your ELA class. All assignments will be completed in either pencil, blue or black pen.

Smart Phones: Smart phones are not required for this class, however, in accordance with WCSD Policy, smart phones and cell phones and other internet capable devices may be brought to class and be used for instructional purposes. However, if phones are not need for instruction, they are to be placed in a secure and safe location. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………...............................................
Movies:
We will watch multiple historically based movies, videos and clips throughout the school year. Some of them include: 

1. Various collections from A&E and History Channel


2. The Century, America’s Time (ABC)
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3. “Newsies” 


4. All Quiet on the Western Front



5. The Lost Battalion (A&E Production)



6. Cinderella Man 




7. America: The Story of US 


8. Escape from Sobibor



9. Forrest Gump 


10. History Channel’s: The Presidents & Ultimate Guide to the Presidents 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Please sign and date at the bottom of this sheet and return it to Mr. May if you have any concerns that you want me to be aware of. Thank you in advance for your cooperation!

Parent’s Signature:  _____________________________
Date: ________________________________

Parent Comments or Concerns: _________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Wappingers Central School District

Van Wyck Junior High School

Hillside Lake Road

Wappingers Falls, New York 12590

Dear Student,

Today you received your SOCIAL STUDIES textbook: Davidson, James W., America: A History of Our Nation. New Jersey: Prentice Hall and Pearson Education, 2009

These books are expensive to replace and ask each of you to take care of the textbook and keep it in a safe accessible place. These textbooks are to remain home once you have received them. 
Please make note anything wrong with the book on line 5 below. Marks on the cover, writing on the edges or in the book, a loose binding, etc., should be noted. Would you please check the book and sign the form below to indicate that you are aware of the condition of the book. 
The Wappingers School Board’s policy is that any damages to a book beyond normal wear and tear may have to be paid for by the student. If there is water damage, a cover torn off, the book identification number totally erased, or unacceptable language written in the book means that the full cost of the book may be charged to the student.  

Mr. May

1. Student’s Name: ______________________________________________________________

2. Title of Book: Davidson, James W., America: A History of Our Nation. New Jersey: Prentice Hall and Pearson Education, 2009
3. Book Number: ___________________________________

4. Condition of Book (circle one): Poor / Fair / Good / New

5. List problems with book: _______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
6. Student’s Signature: ___________________________________

