English 9 (Course Code: E341 = 1 Credit)                                                         Mr. Schmid                                         
Course Outline: English 9 
Welcome to Roy C. Ketcham and English 9.  The following guidelines should give you a good idea of what to expect in our classroom this year.  Please save this outline in your notebook for future reference.

Extra Help/Contact Information: If at any time throughout the year you need assistance with your work or anything else, please do not hesitate to come to me for help.  If I am not in class, I can usually be found in the English office (rm. 201).  I am also available (by appointment) before school, after school, and during periods 1, 3, and 6.  For further assistance, my Google classroom page lists homework and other assignments.   Parents are encouraged to contact me in the English office at 298-5100 x31158, or (preferably) at the following e-mail: joseph.schmid@wcsdny.org          

Materials Needed Every Day:  

    * three-ring binder (1” is fine) with pockets or folders (for English ONLY)

    * journal to be left in class (spiral or comp. notebook)
* independent reading book
    * current text and/or independent reading book                 * loose-leaf paper & pen

Independent Reading: You are required to always have a book of your choice with you to read in class.  If you finish one, you are responsible for bringing a new one to class.  There will be participation grades and assignments associated with these books throughout the year.  
Possible Literature to be Read as a Class:

     The Burn Journals                 Tuesdays With Morrie

The Pearl     
     Romeo and Juliet                  Fahrenheit 451


Monster  
    The Miracle Worker              The House on Mango Street

Speak
    * independent reading            assorted short stories
            assorted poetry          
Writing: Below is a sample of the different types of writing assignments and projects you will be expected to complete this year.  

       
   literature essays                 

independent reading assignments        
   
   journal writing                 
 
argument essays

  
   research papers                  

creative writing  
               oral presentations


narrative writing
Grading: Every assignment, including homework, will be given a point value.  At the end of the marking period the number of points earned will be compared to the number of points that can be possibly earned to arrive at a numerical average.  Your grade will be based on the following types of assignments:

     writing assignments                           unit tests/quizzes          journal entries
     oral presentations                               homework                    classwork assignments

     assigned reading/quizzes                   independent reading     research projects
Late Work Policy:  
1. you have up to FIVE school days to do late work or make-up work

2. late homework/classwork loses 50% of point value if it is late
3. writing assignments/major projects are 5 points off for every day late
4. the STUDENT is responsible for all work missed due to absence
Behavior Guidelines: In our classroom EVERY STUDENT has a right to a safe, comfortable learning environment where everyone can express his/her opinion in an appropriate way.  The following are some of the basics:

1. Be in attendance (absences without a pass are considered cuts and will lead to an administrative referral and contact with a parent or guardian)

2. Be on time (4 lates equal a 23 minute lunch detention or after-school detention)   

      Repeat offenders will be referred to an administrator and a parent or guardian will 

      be contacted)

3. Be prepared for class every day
a. bring books and materials

b. bring work due for that day

c. be responsible for all work missed

4. Respect the teacher and your classmates

a. raise your hand and wait your turn to be called upon

b. no put-downs, disrespect, inappropriate language, or behaviors

c. pay attention to the teacher and your classmates

5. DO NOT ASK FOR A PASS – passes are rarely given, and they are never given 

      in the first five or last five minutes of class.  Use the time between classes to go to   

      the bathroom, your locker, etc.

6. THE USE OF ANY ELECTRONIC DEVICE IN CLASS WITHOUT  

PERMISSION IS PROHIBITED!  DEVICES MUST BE PUT IN THE CALCULATOR BAGS DURING CLASS TIME!  Phones MUST be put in the hanging bag at the beginning of class.  This is non-negotiable.  You may receive a warning the first time, but repeated use of any cell phones or other electronic devices will lead to confiscation.
A Final Note: Please bring this outline home and have your parent or guardian read it and sign it ASAP.  It is also important that you have all of your required materials for this class ASAP.  
Once again, I would like to welcome you to my classroom, and I look forward to our time together!
*Please return the signature below to Mr. Schmid ASAP!

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Student Name (print): _____________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature: _________________________________________
