COURSE OUTLINE: ENGLISH 9 LITERACY LAB





English 9 Literacy Lab: Mr. Schmid
Code:
E386
Full Year (1/2 credit: class meets every other day) 
Prerequisite: Students are assigned based on their Grade 8 ELA State Exam Score, their Grade 8 ELA class average, and teacher recommendations.
Course Goal:  Provide academic intervention assistance to students who need additional support in ELA skills and strategies in order to meet the New York State Standards in English Language Arts.  
9th Grade Literacy Lab Intervention Components: 
· Reading Strategies
· Writing Skills and Strategies
· Word Work (vocabulary/phonics)

· Grammar and Conventions
Assessment: Students will complete reading assignments, learn and use vocabulary strategies, strengthen writing skills, and learn and practice grammar concepts. All of these components will be used to assess student improvement throughout the year. There are few formal assessments given.  
Materials Needed Every Day:
· Pen or pencil
· Independent Reading Book (must be with you each day)
· One pocket folder with loose leaf paper - THIS MUST BE LEFT IN THE DESIGNATED FILE CABINET IN THE CLASSROOM!
Class Structure: The class requires assignments independent of English class using a variety of tasks, while also allowing some flexibility to meet the individual student’s needs. In order for students to strengthen their skills, they need to practice them often. There will be days when assignments from outside classes or the regular English classroom may be worked on to support the transfer of skills to other content areas.
The class period & course will usually be structured as follows: Upon entering the classroom each day, students are expected to pick up their folders from the file cabinet, return to their seats, and begin reading their books independently (for a participation grade).  After approximately ten minutes, the class will come together to begin the lesson for the day.  Most of the time, you will be given an assignment at the beginning of the week, which will be due by the end of the week.  Once this is completed, the remaining time in class that week can be used to make up work from your regular English class, or you may read your independent reading book.    
Grading:  This is a credit-bearing class with grades.  Every assignment or activity we do in class (including independent reading time) counts and will be given a point value.  At the end of the marking period the number of points earned will be compared to the number of points that can be possibly earned to arrive at a numerical average.  Although there will be no assigned homework in this class, you are responsible for all work missed due to absence.  This means that showing up and completing work during class time is essential if you wish to do well in this course.  Your attendance, participation and effort are vital to your success in this class! 
Behavior Guidelines: In our classroom EVERY STUDENT has a right to a safe, comfortable learning environment where everyone can express his/her opinion in an appropriate way.  The following are some of the basics:

1. Be in attendance (absences without a pass are considered cuts and will lead to an administrative referral)

2. Be on time (4 lates equal a 23 minute lunch detention or after-school detention.   

      Repeat offenders will be referred to an administrator)

3. Be prepared to work every day
a. bring a pen or pencil & your independent reading book
b. be responsible for all work missed

4. Respect the teacher and your classmates

a. raise your hand and wait your turn to be to be called upon

b. no put-downs, disrespect, inappropriate language or behaviors

c. pay attention to the teacher and your classmates

5. DO NOT ASK FOR A PASS: passes are rarely given, and they are never given 

      in the first five or last five minutes of class.  Use the time between classes to go to   

      the bathroom, your locker, etc.

6. THE USE OF ANY ELECTRONIC DEVICE WITHOUT PERMISSION IN CLASS
IS PROHIBITED!  You may receive a warning the first time, but repeated use of any cell phones or other electronic devices will lead to confiscation.
Extra Help/Contact Information: 

Extra Help: If at any time throughout the year you are in need of extra assistance with your work or anything else, please do not hesitate to come to me for help.  If I am not in my classroom (197), I can usually be found in the English office (rm. 201).  I am also available (by appointment) before school, after school, and during periods 2, 5 and 6.  
e-mail: joseph.schmid@wcsdny.org     Phone: 845-298-5100 ext 31158

A Final Note: Please bring this outline home and have your parent or guardian read it and sign it by our next class.  It is also important that you have all of your required materials in class ASAP.  Finally, I would like to welcome you to my classroom, and I look forward to our time together.
*Please return the signature below to Mr. Schmid ASAP!

Literacy Lab

Student Name (print): _____________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature: _________________________________________
