
Ethics and Law - Chapter 1



You are exiting the grocery store, in a rush with the snacks you 
need for your house party, and it is pouring rain!  

You see that a man has just parked in the only handicapped 
parking spot and RUN into the grocery store.

What are the legal and ethical issues?
What would you do about the situation?
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You are exiting the grocery store, in a rush with the snacks you 
need for your house party, and it is pouring rain!  
You see that a man has just parked in the only handicapped 
parking spot and RUN into the grocery store.
A van has just pulled up to the (occupied) handicapped spot, and 
moved on to another spot farther away.  You see a woman get out 
of the car and slowly make her way through the rain on her 
crutches. 
What would you do about the situation?
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DO NOW:

1.Chris is a homeless person who lives on the streets of Manhattan. One 
night Chris is hungry, and attempts to steal a couple of donuts from a 
street vendor. Chris defends the theft to the police officer by claming he 
is hungry and in need of a basic necessity (food) and will use it for 
nourishment… while the street vendor will only sell it to make a profit 
(and possibly throw it out if it is not sold).  
What do you think about Chris’s thoughts and the law?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=geOIUklHBUs&pp=ygUWaG9tZWxlc3Mgd29hbW4gc2luZ2luZw%3D%3D
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jaGLDKBE8Ho


● Your car is moving at 35mph.  
● Two laned road.  
● Rainy and foggy conditions.  
● Oncoming car is moving at 35mph.  
● Row of trees to right of road.
● Dog is limping in an attempt to run across the road.

As the driver, what do you do?.... why?



DO NOW:

Anka does not have the admission fee to get into the movie theater. She 
convinces her friend, Steven, to let her in the exit door of the theater 
after he pays for his ticket. 
She defends her actions by saying that the loss to the theater is 
“intangible” because no one was hurt and because she did not really take 
anything of value “because it does not cost them any extra for me to see 
the movie”.  She also says that she doesn’t have as much money as the 
owners of the theater - and they are being greedy.
 
What is the conflict between Anna’s thoughts and the law?



How do we make our decisions?  Is there a process?  What is it?

What are some things we consider when we make our decisions?





If only one group could be protected, who should it be?  And why? 



Morality  -  involves the values that govern a society's   
attitude/distinction between right and wrong.

(Something like a rule book.)
(Like laws?)

Ethics  -  moral and values that govern behaviors.
(How do we interpret the rules?)



Stealing from a store...  Ethical?



There are three generalizations for how to make ethical decisions:
Ethical decisions are based on…

1. feelings and opinions. 

2. the greatest good for the greatest number of people affected by an action. 

3. the Golden Rule--
 "Do unto others as you would have them do unto you."       
 * This requires empathy 



Write down a law that exists (in school, life, etc) 
that we do not need.  

Explain why.  

Write down a law that does NOT exist (in school, life, etc) 
that we DO need.  

Explain Why.





The Relationship between Ethics and Law

Law  -  consists of rules of conduct established by the government   of a society to 
maintain stability and justice in that society.

Should racism be against the law?

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1eMLCDNRs5TBQlHVY1bu36Zz1-8F9-02i/preview




The NFL commissioner Roger Goodell said 
late on Friday (7-5-2020) that the league’s 
earlier ban on players taking the knee had 
been mistaken. “We were wrong for not 
listening to NFL players earlier, and 
encourage all to speak out and peacefully 
protest,” Goodell said.

May 23, 2018

https://www.theguardian.com/sport/2020/jun/05/roger-goodell-nfl-sorry-kneeling-protests-kaepernick
https://www.theguardian.com/sport/2020/jun/05/roger-goodell-nfl-sorry-kneeling-protests-kaepernick




Why are laws necessary?

needed because people do not always do what they ought to do.

Laws may not force people to do what is right, but has the power to 
punish

A law can not FORCE you to wear your seatbelt.  But it can punish you if you do not wear your seatbelt.



Why are laws necessary?



Statutory Law 

Statutes are laws specifically 
passed by a  governing body 
created for   that purpose. 

Federal statutes - are    laws 
passed by the US    Congress 
and signed by    the President. 

State statutes - Each    state has 
its own    legislature to pass laws    -- 
must not conflict with    the US 
Constitution. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Otbml6WIQPo


Administrative Regulations 

A department of government is formed to administer a particular  legislation. 

Administrative law consists of those rules and procedures established by 
regulatory agencies. Can make, investigate, enforce and rule on the guilt or 
innocence of those who violate their rules 



Court Decisions 

● Court-made law, often called case law, is made through the    common law 
tradition, by interpreting statutes, and by judicial    review. 

● If not altered by statute, these laws will continue to rule. 
● If it violates the US Constitution, it can be declared unconstitutional--no 

longer valid. 

4min CBSvid

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TcDBbbWAWow
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1HKWFBCfCqJXIHFQncwcR45nSS2RqVG43/preview


Sources of Laws include:

Federal and State Constitutions 
o The constitution spells out the principles by which that country    operates. 
o The US Constitution is the broad & basic foundation for the laws  of the country. 
o Bill of Rights - (they limit the power of government). 
o Each state has its own constitution--usually narrower, more    protective, and 
more restrictive. 



Common Law
 
States still have laws on their books that originated with the  early English settlers. 

Justices traveled the country making decisions based on the customs and 
traditions of the people. This led to the idea of precedent.

Precedent -a judge is required to follow an earlier court  decision   when deciding 
a case with similar characteristics. 



We have learned about ways that 
lawmakers create laws that we must follow...

How do you feel about it ?
Does it work for you?... for our society?
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