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Course Syllabus

Course Description, Textbooks, Handbooks, and Other Resources
· Check out WCSD’s main webpage-

www.wappingersschools.org
· More specifically, visit the Curriculum & Instruction page- http://www.wappingersschools.org/Page/189
· Also available is the Parent Resources page- www.wappingersschools.org/domain/49
Classroom Expectations and Procedures
· Our mission as teachers is to create a thoughtful and respectful community of learners who try their best and learn by example, dedication, hard work and exploration.  We like to have fun and laugh together every day!

· We expect the students to always try their best!

· Homework Policy

· Homework that is assigned should be completed each night.  This includes reading log and any tests that need to be signed.

· Students are required to read for homework- the reading log section of the planner needs to be filled out and initialed every night.

· The planner should be signed/initialed at the bottom each night.

· All homework should be done in pencil.
· We will focus positively on the students who work hard to complete their homework.  Students who complete all of their homework will get a sticker on their individual homework chart.  At the end of the month, students who have completed almost all of their homework for the month will be rewarded.
· Behavior

· Students are expected to follow our classroom and school rules.  This was discussed with the students on the first few days of school.  If rules are broken, there will be consequences.  *See behavior contract

· We also reward students for their positive behavior throughout the day both as individuals and as a class.
Activities/Projects
· Computer Time (Lab, Chromebooks) 
· 25 Book Club

· MVP of the Week 
· Field Trip

· Picnic, Field Day
New York State Tests
· ELA- April 11-13, 2018
· Book 1- Reading Component

· Book 2- Reading and Writing

· Book 3- Reading and Writing (long response about two texts)
· Math- May 1-3, 2018
· Book 1- Multiple Choice

· Book 2- Multiple Choice

· Book 3- Short and Long Response

· NYS Test Information:  www.nysed.gov
Recommended/Required Materials for Class

· See supply list
Grading Procedures
· On the elementary report card, skills are assessed on a scale of 1-4.

· 4- Meets the Standards with Distinction

· 3- Meets the Standards

· 2- Does Not Fully Meet the Standards

· 1- Does Not Meet the Standards

*All tests need to be signed by parents/guardians, even if every problem is correct.
*At times, we may ask for a test to be corrected. If so, corrections should be made on the test, but do not erase the original answer.

· Report cards 
· 1st Qtr: will go home at parent conferences- November 16, 17, 27 (half days for students)
· 2nd Qtr: will go home with child in a sealed envelope on 2/2/18
                (envelope needs to be signed & returned to school)
· 3rd Qtr: will go home with child in the same sealed envelope on 4/20/18
     (envelope needs to be signed & returned to school)
· 4th Qtr: will go home with child on the last day of school on 6/21/18
Subject Snapshot

· ELA

· Reading

· Unit 1- Interpretation Book Clubs: Analyzing Themes 

· Unit 2- Tackling Complexity: Moving Up Levels of Nonfiction
· Unit 3- Argument and Advocacy: Researching Debatable Issues
· Unit 4- Fantasy Book Clubs: The Magic of Themes and Symbols
· Writing

· Unit 1- Launching Writer’s Workshop- Procedures and Routines 

· Unit 2- Narrative Craft – Narrative 
· Unit 3- The Lens of History Research Reports
Unit 4- The Research Based Argument Essay  
· Unit 5- Multi Genre Writing 
· Math

· Place Value of Whole Numbers & Whole Number Operations/Algebra 

· Adding, Subtracting, Multiplying, & Dividing Fractions

· Place Value of Decimals & Decimal Operations

· Geometry / Measurement & Data

· Graphing

· Science- Interactions in the Natural World

· Unit 1- Interactions of Chemical Matter (Focus on controlled studies)

· Unit 2- Interactions in the Microworld (cells lead into...)

· Unit 3- Interactions in the Human Body (respiratory/circulatory & muscular/skeletal systems and genetics)

· Unit 4- Interactions in the Environment - Energy Transfer
· Social Studies

· Early Peoples of the Americas 

· Complex Societies and Civilizations (Mayas, Aztecs and Incas)
· European Exploration and its Effects 

· Geography in the Western Hemisphere 
· Comparative Cultures 

· Government 

· Economics 

Teacher Contact Information
*If you need to reach Mrs. Muñoz or Mrs. Tarantino, you may:

· email us

· Mrs. Muñoz- elizabeth.munoz@wcsdny.org
· Mrs. Tarantino- lauren.tarantino@wcsdny.org
· write us a note and send it in with your child

· call the school at (845) 227-1756
· Our extensions are 51041 for Mrs. Munoz & 51238 for Mrs. Tarantino

· You will be sent straight to voicemail. 
· If it is time sensitive information, you can speak with a secretary in the main office.

*We will get back to you as soon as possible.
Teacher Webpage
*You can find a lot of information about our classroom on our webpage, which we regularly update.
Go to www.wappingersschools.org
Click on Schools at the top

Click on Gayhead Elementary School
Click on Teachers at the top

Click on Elizabeth Muñoz or Lauren Tarantino
