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Vincent Van Gogh
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Artist’s Statement
As the son of a pastor,  I was brought up in a religious and cultured atmosphere.  I worked unsuccessfully as a clerk in a bookstore, an art salesman, and a preacher in the a dreary mining district in Belgium but I was dismissed for overzealousness. Between 1860 and 1880 finally decided to become an artist. 

In 1886 I went to Paris to join my brother Théo and thankfully met some of the greatest artists that influenced my own work, Pissaro, Monet and Gauguin.  Observing their work inspired me to lighten my very dark palette and to paint in the short brushstrokes of the Impressionists. 

My brother always supported my passion for art, and through many letters that I have written to him, I’ve discussed how I want others to perceive my work.  Here are some portions of letters I’ve written that hopefully demonstrate my philosophy and intentions:

... hard at work and need a few more things. As far as I understand it, we of course agree perfectly about black in nature. Absolute black does not really exist. But like white, it is present in almost every colour, and forms the endless variety of greys, -

... gamut. Mind you, to see it like that, one must not look at the local colour by itself, but in conjunction with the colour of the sky! That sky is grey -but so iridescent that even our pure white would be unable to render this light and shimmer.

... meaning. In the first place: A dark colour may seem light, or rather give that effect; this is in fact more a question of tone. But then, as regards the real colour, a reddish-grey, hardly red at all, will appear more or less red...

The key to many things is the thorough knowledge of the human body, but it costs money to learn it. Besides, I am quite sure that colour, that chiaroscuro, that perspective, that tone and that drawing, in short, everything has fixed laws which one must and can study, like chemistry or algebra. This is far from being the easiest view of things, and one who says, “Oh, one must know it all instinctively,” takes it very easy indeed. If that were enough! But it isn't enough, for even if one knows ever so much by instinct, that is just the reason to try ever so hard to pass from instinct to reason. That's what I think.

It’s important to work hard and build from studies to final work.  An artist must put all of himself into his work.  His experiences, emotions and skills.
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Self-Portrait Collage
[image: image-1.png]



Landscape Linoleum Print
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Animal Linoleum Print
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Sunflower Still Life
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Impressionist Landscape
[image: image-5.png]



Expressionist Portrait
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Cubist Portrait
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Final Exam Project
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