Español 4 - Course Information, 2014-2015
¡Bienvenidos!  Welcome to Spanish 4 Honors.  This year, we will be building upon everything you have learned over the past four years –with a few new surprises thrown in.  The focus of the class is COMMUNICATION and SPEAKING.  You will be asked to ask for and give opinions, form original ideas, think critically, and MAKE YOUR VOICE HEARD!  **Class will be conducted almost entirely in Spanish, therefore you must always ask and answer questions in Spanish, and speak among each other in Spanish as well.  
Basic Rules and Expectations: 

1)  Be on time and prepared every day.    Notebook, textbook, homework, and pen/pencil each day…..BEFORE the bell!
2)  Be respectful and polite at all times.  I have a great sense of humor…but I don’t tolerate disrespect.  
3)  NO food in the classroom without permission!  Absolutely no leaving class to go to the cafeteria or vending machine.
4)  Respect the classroom.  Please do not touch anything – especially the Smartboard - without permission.  Throw away your trash, RECYCLE responsibly and correctly, and push in your chair when you leave.
5)  Using ANY electronic devices during class without permission is absolutely prohibited!!  See below for details.

Attendance:   You must communicate with me regarding lessons, illnesses, field trips, etc, and to provide me with appropriate passes when you are out.  (Yes…I actually check!)  Email, in person, on the phone….the bottom line is:  COMMUNICATION! 
Homework:  Assigned every night, except before a quiz or test.  It must be done completely and on time to receive full credit.  I accept late homework up to ONE WEEK after it is due, for half credit. Then it becomes a zero.  Homework assignments will range in value depending on what is expected of you.  Late homework assignments go in the “Late Crate.”  
Grading:  Grades are based on a total points system.  Everything you do is given a point value.  At the end of the marking period, your points earned are divided by total points possible to achieve your grade.  At the end of the course, a cumulative final examination will be given, which will count as 20% of your final average.
Make up work:  You are expected to make up any quizzes you miss no later than ONE WEEK after they are missed.   You are also expected to show me any homework/assignments that were due the day of your absence, in order to receive full credit – I shouldn’t have to ask.  Any work not completed by the end of the marking period will result in a ZERO, and will be factored into your average.

Participation:  Your participation in class will make up approximately 15% of your grade. This includes, but is not limited to, reading out loud, working on the Smart board,  asking and answering questions, and above all, active involvement in group discussions.  If you choose not to participate in class, your grade WILL suffer.  It could mean the difference of 4 or 5 points on your average.
Electronic devices:  There is a time and a place for texting, and my classroom is NOT it.  I respectfully and firmly ask that you refrain from doing using your phone for any “social” reasons from the moment you enter until the moment you leave the classroom.   We will have many opportunities to use our phones for class projects and activities, so please respect my classroom as a place for learning….not socializing!

***Internet Policy:  The internet is NOT a translating service!  Web sites like Google translate do not give accurate information, AND ARE CONSIDERED PLAGIARISM BY THE COLLEGE BOARD!   You are responsible for your OWN work on essays and papers.  If I determine that any of your written work, in whole or in part, was taken from a translating web-site, you will receive a ZERO for that assignment.

Extra help:  I am always available for extra help – before and after school, or during FIFTH and EIGHTH periods.   Please, do not hesitate to ask me to stay if you need help!  I can’t help you if you don’t ask me. 
Parent/teacher contact:  When you fill out your student information sheet, please be as specific as possible as to the times that your parents are available to speak with me.  I make every effort to return phone calls within 24 hours.  The direct phone number to the Foreign Language office is 298-5100 x31034.  The best times to contact me are between 6:30 and 7:45, 10:30 and 11:00, and 1:15 and 3:00.    **You may feel free to email me at any time if you need help, have a question, will be missing class, etc.  My address is SenoraFlanagan@gmail.com.   You can also reach me at my school address:  kathleen.flanagan@wcsdny.org
¡¡BUENA SUERTE!!       
