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        by Daniel Keys

Directions: Answer the following questions in complete sentences.

Progress Report 1 – March 3rd  
1. How old would you guess Charlie is from his writing?  Provide an example to support your answer.

2. How old does Charlie tell you he is?

Progress Report 2 – March 4th 
3. Why do you think the doctors performed the psychological tests on Charlie before they would experiment on him?

Progress Report 3 -  March 5th 
4. What are the doctors asking Charlie to do?

5. Why can Algernon beat Charlie in the maze?  Could any mouse beat him?

Progress Report 4 – March 6th 
6. What is the significance of a 68.1 I.Q.? What is an average I.Q.?

7. Algernon’s motivation is cheese.  What is Charlie’s motivation?

8. What are the doctors’ reasons for wanting to use Charlie?

Progress Report 5 – March 6th 
9. Do you think Charlie made the right decision to have the operation?  Please provide a valid explanation,

Progress Report 6 (March 8th) & 7 (March 11th)
10. Do you see any changes in Charlie’s journal entries so far?  If so, what are they?
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        by Daniel Keys

Directions: Answer the following questions in complete sentences.

March 12th

1. Hilda is a nurse that takes care of Charlie after his surgery. What message does Daniel Keyes try to send with her brief appearance?

Progress Report 8 – March 15th

2. Discuss how Charlie’s Behavior has changed.

March 16th

3. Why is Charlie’s surgery a secret?

March 20th

4. How is it possible for Algernon to beat Charlie every time?

March 21st

5. What does it mean to “pull a Charlie Gordon”?

March 24th – 26th 

6. What is the purpose of the TV? How does it affect Charlie?

March 28th

7. Charlie says repeatedly that Joe and Frank are his friends.  Are they really?  Use an example from the book to support your answer.

March 29th

8. What proof does Charlie have that he is getting smarter?

March 30th & 31st

9. What evidence is there to show that Charlie’s thinking is more complex?
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        by Daniel Keys

Directions: Answer the following questions in complete sentences.

Progress Report 9

April 1st

1. Charlie is given a new job at the bakery.  Sum up the events in this progress report that explain Charlie has advanced.  How did this backfire on Joe and Frank?

April 4th

2. Why does Miss Kinnian get emotional?

3. What memory does Charlie have of his baby sister and mother?  What does he realize?

April 6th & 7th 

4. These progress reports make me smile.

April 8th

5. What does Charlie want to do with his old progress reports?  Why does Miss Kinnian tell him to not change them?

April 10th

6. Why does Charlie stay home from work on purpose?  Summarize the progress report.  What does Charlie realize for the first time about Joe and Frank?

April 13th

7. In the third paragraph of this entry, what evidence is there that Charlie’s intelligence is still increasing?

April 14th

8. What will happen as Charlie gets smarter according to Dr. Strauss?

9. What will all these dreams and memories do for Charlie?

April 15th 

10. What is the one college subject Charlie is not allowed to learn and why?
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        by Daniel Keys

Directions: Answer the following questions in complete sentences.

April 16th

1. How does each doctor define I.Q.?

April 17th

2. Charlie has a memory about a girl named Harriet.  Discuss Harriet’s initial behavior towards Charlie. How does Charlie feel about her?  What does he do for Valentine’s Day? What does Hymie do and why?  What happens to Charlie as a result of Hymie’s actions?

April 18th

3. Discuss the change in Charlie when he retakes the Rorschach test?

4. On pages 57 & 58, Charlie says he has reached a new level.  What does he mean?

April 21st 

5. Once again Charlie remembers the past.  Summarize the memory.  How is this memory different compared to the memory on April 17th?  

April 24th

6. Charlie is hesitant about writing things in his progress reports now.  Why?

7. What do the doctors fight about? How does this change Charlie’s view of them?
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Directions: Answer the following questions in complete sentences

May 8th – May 11th 

1. What does Charlie realize about Gimpy?  Why is he so angry?

2. What concerns does Charlie have about telling Mr. Donner about Gimpy?

3. What advice does Dr. Nemur, Dr. Strauss, and Miss Kinnian give Charlie about the situation?

4. How does Charlie approach Gimpy?  How does Gimpy react?

May 15th

5. What evidence is there that even with extreme intelligence Charlie is still very much alone?

May 20th 

6. What has Donner done for Charlie since he was 17?

7. Why has Charlie been fired?

8. Fanny was the only person not to sign the petition.  What does she try to make Charlie understand in relation to how he has changed?

9. How does he feel at the end of the progress report?

May 25th 

10. Why does Charlie feel like the experiment was a mistake?
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Directions: Answer the following questions in complete sentences.

June 5th

1. Why is Charlie resentful towards Nemur?

June 6th 

2. What does Miss Kinnian say has changed about Charlie?

3. How does Charlie defend himself?  How are his words hurtful?

4. How has Miss Kinnian changed by being with Charlie?
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Directions: Answer the following questions in complete sentences.

June 10th 

1. Why does Charlie have a fear of being restrained?

2. Mom seems more motivated to help Charlie become smarter.  Why do you think that is?  Explain how Charlie’s dad is different.

3. How thorough is the examination that Dr. Guarino gives Charlie? What does the examination involve?

4. How is Charlie different than the other children Dr. Guarino sees?

June 11th 

5. How is Charlie like a celebrity at the conference?

6. How does Charlie make Prof. Nemur and Dr. Strauss feel inferior?

7. At the end of this progress report Charlie shows a side of himself that the reader has not fully seen.  What are you feelings about Charlie at this moment in the text compared to the beginning of the book?
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        by Daniel Keys

Directions: Answer the following questions in complete sentences.

June 13th 
1. Describe the main events at the conference.  In you response include Charlie’s behavior and what conclusion he makes by listening to the presentation by Nemur, Strauss, and Burt.

Progress Report 14 – June 15th 
2. What did Charlie discover when he read the newspaper account of his actions at the conference?

3. What memories did the newspaper article trigger?

June 20th 
4. Describe Charlie’s visit to Matt Gordon’s barber shop.

June 24th 
5. In what way is the boy in the restaurant like Charlie before he had the surgery?

6.  The broken dishes have a symbolic meaning.  What do you think they symbolize in regards to Charlie’s life?

7. Why was Charlie upset with the people in the restaurant, but more importantly, why was Charlie upset with himself?

8. Why does Charlie decide to work to increase human intelligence? 

June 25th 
9. What insights did Charlie share with Alice when he finally contacted her?

July 9th 
10. What was Algernon’s condition like at this point in the novel?

